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This issue of Javeenbah’ s newsletter covers
happenings over the holiday period from the
end of November 2090 to mid January 2010.
The next newsletter will be published on 1
March 2010.

Javeenbah Theatre Comp any Inc gratefully acknowledges the support of Gold Coast City Council

info@javeenbah.org.au and we have a separate
address for the booking office —
book@javeenbah.org.au. The old website is being kept
for a few months but only as a redirect to the new site.

We made the change partly because the previous
site was down for a lot of the time which delayed e-
mails. We also wanted a base nearer home.

So take a look at the new site and let us know what
you think. Several of the pages are still under
construction and we’ll gradually work our way through
the updates. We’ll also be adding several features.

One of the upcoming extras is an online booking
service. We’ve been signed up with a ticketing service
provider for some months but getting the money
transfer side of things sorted took longer than we
anticipated and was not helped when key people left.

But that, too is now on track and should become
operational soon.

Javeenbah has moved its website to Australia and
we are giving it a huge overhaul.

Instead of being housed in the United States, our
website now lives on a bunch of computers in
Brisbane. The new address is http://
www.javeenbah.org.au.

The switch also means a change of e-mail address.
Our general e-mail contact is now
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CONTINUED P2 – OTHER PICTURE P2

Javeenbah is getting great interest from
schools for its first play of the year, Ruby
Moon by Matt Cameron. The drama is on the
school curriculum and is directed by Jocelyn
Moore-Carter who is drama co-ordinator at
Trinity Lutheran College.

The booking office is now open, so call 5596
0300 and leave a message or e-mail
book@javeenbah.org.au today. You can also e-
mail us from http://www.javeenbah.org.au but
be sure you include your return address and
phone number if you use this link.

Jocelyn is also president of the Gold Coast
Secondary Schools’ Drama Festival and a
member of the Gold Coast District Drama Panel
(for secondary schools). So it’s little wonder she
has picked a play that looks like being a winner
with school audiences.

Described as a dark fairytale, Ruby Moon
bears a passing resemblance to the Little Red
Riding Hood and Pied Piper stories. Six-year-
old red robed Ruby has disappeared, waylaid
by some unknown villain, on the way to
Grandma’s in picture perfect Flaming Tree
Grove, suburban Australia.
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Every afternoon her grief-stricken parents, Ray and
Sylvie Moon, live out every parent’s nightmare.
Repeatedly they perform the ritual of piecing together
that last afternoon they saw Ruby, embarking on a
grand inquisition of their neighbours.

As the play progresses, the line between reality and
the Moons’ nightmare fades as Cameron tugs at our
heart-strings, asking: What did happen to little Ruby?
Who is the big, bad wolf?

The play is an extremely demanding two-hander
with the actors who play the parents also taking the
roles of all the neighbours they interview.

Jocelyne has cast Pamela Sexton as Sylvie and Noel
Thompson as Ray. She says she first encountered this
play as part of the education program at Queensland
Theatre Company.

“It was breath-taking,” she says, describing Ruby
Moon  as a “dark and confronting piece of Australian

Gothic Theatre”.
“As a genre, Australian Gothic presents

extraordinary challenges as it delves into areas of a
spirit world and blurs reality and myth. I hope our
audiences are moved by Ray and Sylvie’s tragedy and
still think about their story long after the season ends.

“As an artist, this play excited me for the potential
for actors and I have been privileged to work with two
of the best.

“Multiple role-playing is hard in itself, but to have
no off-stage time to develop this parade of enigmatic
characters is a mammoth effort.

“Matt Cameron has performed theatrical magic
finding dark shadows in primary colours in this
dynamic play and we hope you are moved and affected
by this performance.”

Ruby Moon  (2003) was short-listed for the
Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards and produced
by Théâtre Claque in Lausanne, Switzerland in 2004.

Matt Cameron is an award-winning playwright,
screenwriter and director, born and based in
Melbourne.

Vital info:  The Ruby Moon  season runs from 29
January 2010 to 13 February at Javeenbah Theatre
Company’s Nerang Playhouse, corner of Stevens and
Ferry Streets, Nerang. Curtain up is 8pm prompt. Gala
Night is Friday 29 January. Matinee Sunday 7
February at 2pm. Book by phoning 5596 0300 or e-
mailing book@javeenbah.org.au.

CONTINUED FROM  P1
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Script contrScript contrScript contrScript contrScript contr ololololol
Directors’ guidelines are being updated and one of

the items being highlighted is the need to keep close
control of the allocation and collection of scripts.

The bill for late and lost scripts is getting
horrendous and is running at many hundreds of
dollars a year. As late as this month, the management
committee had to decide to bite the bullet and pay for
scripts that had been missing for two years.

The money would be better spent elsewhere.
We’ve already put a $10 deposit on scripts which

cast members pay and get back when the script is
returned clean.

Going fGoing fGoing fGoing fGoing f or aor aor aor aor a wwwwwararararar dsdsdsdsds
Javeenbah is submitting its 2010 productions to

the Gold Coast Area Theatre Awards. We took part in
the inaugural event last year and went to the
presentation evening in December (see Page 6). Two
of our three nominees picked up awards.

The management committee decided this month
that for the 2010 presentation evening we should have
an official table and make more effort to publicise our
successes.

WWWWWelcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome
Javeenbah Theatre welcomes new members Naomi

Thompson, Di Francis and David Toovey whose
applications for membership were accepted at the
January meeting of the management committee.

A select band of members attended Javeenbah’s
Christmas party in December. All had a great time,
but it would have been nice to have had a few more.

In order to make the 2010 event more attractive,
management committee decided at its January
meeting to start planning now. One reason for an early

start is the difficulty of picking a date that does not
clash with too many other events. This is particularly
important in 2010 because our final production does
not bump out until 12 December.

Planning will also include entertainment, perhaps
something along the lines of a review, so if you have
ideas about how a theatrical Christmas should be
celebrated — or want to help organise the event — call
president Colleen Reynolds on 0420 788 017 or e-mail
her at colleengail@hotmail.com.

StarStarStarStarStar t thinkt thinkt thinkt thinkt think ing ofing ofing ofing ofing of  Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas
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The Nerang Playhouse banner that used

to hang out side the theatre has been
removed, either by wind or vandalism. A
Nerang Playhouse sign will be put back, but
perhap s not in the form of a banner .

The management committee has
discussed whether the banner has worked
in it s primary objective of making the theatre
easier to find. There has also been comment
that using both the terms “Nerang
Playhouse” and “Javeenbah Theatre” split s
the focus of our publicity .

The committee has decided that one of
our objectives must be to become more
identified with Nerang so we will keep using
and promoting the name “Nerang
Playhouse”.
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Comedy thaComedy thaComedy thaComedy thaComedy tha t  dart  dart  dart  dart  dar
The cast of Javeenbah’s second production of the

year, the farce Who Goes Bare?  are getting under
the play’s skin at rehearsals as can be seen in the
photographs on these pages.

Who Goes Bare?  by Richard Harris and Leslie
Darbon is directed by Dorothy Henderson who has
moved rehearsals to her home where she has the use
of a spacious barn to put up the whole set.

She explains that with eight doors being used for
quick entrances and exits she needed an early start on
blocking to get the sharpness that the comedy relies
on.

The play is a “Carry On” style of farce containing
lots of innuendo and British seaside postcard humour.
As well as the entrances and exits, there’s plenty of
slapstick and items of clothing being shed in
confusion.

The play’s synopsis has Eddie Manchip, a ladies’
man and conscious of it, running a health and strength
home in a large and somewhat decaying English
country mansion. The staff except for Minnie, an
hysterically excited maid, have deserted him, partly
because he’s exploited and failed to pay them.

The plot centres on Eddie signing away the deeds

Getting under the skin of her role in Who Goes
Bare? is Maria Buckler (lef t) as Nancy McSmith
with such bewitching shoes. BELOW : Ruth
Henderson as Minnie the maid makes her
intentions clear but David Edwards (Eddie
Manchip) tries thinking of other things.
OPPOSITE: John McW atter (Max Maudlin) goes
to work on a heavily disguised S tuart Brennan
(Brian Manchip). Pictures: RALPH LENT ON
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of the house to Mr Butcher who calls to collect
his dues and disaster follows disaster.

Eddie’s erring, pompous brother Brian turns
up, hoping for a cheap weekend getting his evil
way with Nancy, a tennis-player who gets the
erroneous impression that she’s at a naturist
hang-out.

Brian’s suspicious wife arrives, along with a
quick change artist who appears as someone
different every ten minutes or so, Nancy’s kilted
Scottish husband and a hearty countrywoman
grabbing second-hand clothing.

Completing the cast and adding to the
confusion is a police sergeant.

Who Goes Bare?  was first produced at
Britain’s Theatre Royal, Windsor, in 1974. Harris
and Darbon had previously collaborated in Two
and Two Makes Sex and No, No, Not Yet.

Darbon has also collaborated with Peter
Whelan and Paul Finney and gone solo with
Cards on the Table and Shadow of Doubt.

Harris has several plays to his credit, the best-
known being perhaps Outside Edge, Stepping
Out and Local Affairs .

The cast of Who Goes Bare?  is David
Edwards as Eddie Manchip; Ruth Henderson as
Minnie the maid; Stuart Brennan as Brian
Manchip; Noami Thompson as Joan Manchip;
Maria Buckler as Nancy McSmith; Norm
Strambini as the police sergeant; John
McWatter as Max Maudlin; Barry Gibson as Mr
Butcher; Marie Dickson as Mrs Court-Bending;
Michael Denny as Angus McSmith.
Vital info:  Season at Javeenbah Theatre
Company’s Nerang Playhouse is 12 to 27 March
2010. Curtain up 8pm. Matinees 14 and 21
March at 2pm. Charity performance on preview
night, 11 March. Advance bookings are being
taken now and the booking office opens formally
on 14 February, bump-in day. Bookings can be
made by phone to 5596 0300 or by e-mail to
book@javeenbah.org.au.
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On other billsOn other billsOn other billsOn other billsOn other bills
8 January Spotlight, Mr Cellini’s Secret by Kate

Tardy, director Kate Tardy, until 20 January
15 January Top Hat Productions, Cabaret!

music by John Kander Lyrics by Fred Ebb,
book by Joe Masteroff, directed by Robert
Young, Twin Towns Services Club, Tweed
Heads, until 16 January

30 January Gold Coast Little, Dial M For
Murder  by Frederick Knott, director Barry
Gibson, until 20 February

11 February Tugun Theatre, Two and Two
Make Sex by Richard Harris and Leslie
Darbon, director Margaret Radcliffe, until 27
February

12 February Spotlight, Curtains  by John Kander
and Fred Ebb, until 6 March

JaJaJaJaJavvvvveenbah’eenbah’eenbah’eenbah’eenbah’ s plas plas plas plas pla ybillybillybillybillybill
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29 January Ruby Moon , by Matt Cameron,

director Jocelyn Moore-Carter – until 13
February

28 February Zigzag Street  auditions
12 March Who Goes Bare? , by Richard Harris

and Leslie Darbon, director Dorothy
Henderson – until 27 March

14 March Sweet Charity  auditions
30 April Zigzag Street  adapted by Philip Dean

from the book by Nick Earls, director Amy-
Louise Anderson — until 15 May

9 July Sweet Charity , book by Neil Simon,
music by Cy Coleman, lyrics by Dorothy
Fields, director Kim Reynolds — until 31 July

11 July Has Alice Frikkin a Ghost of a
Chance?  auditions

15 August I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now
Change  auditions

17 September Has Alice Frikkin a Ghost of
a Chance?  by David Scott, director Joan
Stalker-Brown — until 2 October

26 November I Love You, You’re Perfect,
Now Change  by playwright/lyricist Joe
DiPietro, composer Jimmy Roberts, director
Iain Hogg — until 11 December

Best Set Design : Spamalot  – Doug McLean, Tracey and Luke Hutley (Phoe-
nix Ensemble)

Best Costumes : The Monsters’ Ball – Kate Tardy/Helen Maden (Spotlight
Theatrical Company)

Best Technical Achievement  (including lighting and sound): The Last
Five Years – Greg Heath and Wayne Rudolph (Phoenix Ensemble)

The Jock and Beverly McIlwain Special Encouragement Award :
Emily Monsma playing Dinah Lord, High Society (Gold Coast Little Thea-
tre)

Magic Moment of Theatre  (sponsored by Maria Grills in memory of
Lucky): Lachlan McGeary – Annie (The Ballina Players)

Best Actress in a School/Youth Play : Jae Schaefer – Running Up A Dress
(Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar School)

Best Actor in a School/Youth Musical : Jansen Potgieter playing Ren
MacCormack – Footloose (Benowa State High School)

Best Actress in a School/Youth Musical : Sarah Clarke playing Ariel
Moore – Footloose (Benowa State High School)

Best Production of a School/Youth Play : Running Up A Dress – Direc-
tors Tracey Kriz and Jae Schaefer (Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar School)

Best Production of a School/Youth Musical : Footloose – Producer
Judith Anderson (Benowa State High School)

Best Choreographer : Kim Reynolds – Cats (Javeenbah Theatre Company)
Best Actor in a Supporting Role in a Play : Max Philipson playing Young

Man – Jury Room (Gold Coast Little Theatre)
Best Actor in a Supporting Role in a Musical : Jacob Barry playing Rum

Tum Tugger – Cats (Javeenbah Theatre Company)
Best Actress in a Supporting Role in a Play : Georgia Martin playing

First Old Woman in The Black and White – A Pint Of Pinter (Drill Hall
Theatre Co.)

Best Actress in a Supporting Role in a Musical : Jessica Kapiten play-
ing Vi Moore – Footloose (Benowa State High School)

Best Musical Director : Casey Chadwick and Ben Murray – Spamalot
(Phoenix Ensemble)

Best Director of a Play : Sandesh Gibney – Art (Byron Bay Theatre Com-
pany)

Best Director of a Musical or Musical Revue : Tony Alcock – The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Spotlight Theatrical Company)

Best Actor in a Leading Role In a Play : Avikal – Art (Byron Bay Theatre
Company)

Best Actress in a Leading Role In a Play : Lauren Brant playing Beatrice
– Much Ado About Nothing (Mercury’s Wings)

Best Actor in a Leading Role In a Musical : Scott Muller playing Jamie –
The Last Five Years (Phoenix Ensemble)

Best Actress in a Leading Role In a Musical : Natasha McKoy playing
The Lady of the Lake – Spamalot (Phoenix Ensemble)

Outstanding Production  (sponsored by Gold Coast Arts Centre): Art (By-
ron Bay Theatre Company) (For a production outstanding in cast, direc-
tion and set, giving the audience an exceptional theatrical experience)

Platinum Palm Award : Phoenix Ensemble Inc (For creativity in making
the best use of the space available and consistency in high production val-
ues leading to quality shows.)

Byron Bay Theatre Company won the Outstanding
Production Award for Art  and Phoenix Ensemble the
Platinum Palm Award.

TTTTThe winnerhe winnerhe winnerhe winnerhe winner s:s:s:s:s:

Javeenbah made it two out of three at the inaugural
Gold Coast Area Theatre Awards. We were nominated
for three awards and two nominees won.

Our nominees were:
¨ Kim Reynolds as Best Choreographer for her work

on our hit musical Cats , which
she also directed.

¨ Jacob Barry as Best Actor
in a Supporting Role in a
Musical for his part of Rum
Tum Tugger in Cats .
¨ Tim Carroll as the Jock
and Beverly McIlwain Special
Encouragement Award for his

part of Ronnie Winslow in The
Winslow Boy .

Both Kim and Jacob picked up the
prize in their categories.

In addition, another member of the
Cats  cast, Emily Monsma, took out the
Special Encouragement Award for her
role as Dinah Lord in Gold Coast Little
Theatre’s production of High Society.

Javeenbah people made up a colourful and vibrant
group at the awards ceremony spreading over several
tables at the Paradise Room of the Gold Coast Arts
Centre.

The event produced its own drama when awards
presenter Brian Bury fell off the stage but he picked
himself up and carried on.

JaJaJaJaJavvvvveenbah wins tweenbah wins tweenbah wins tweenbah wins tweenbah wins tw o out ofo out ofo out ofo out ofo out of  thr thr thr thr thr eeeeeeeeee
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Javeenbah’s last
production of the year,
The Female of the Species,
proved a hugely enjoyable
production for audiences
and cast alike.

Director Jim Dickson
described the laugh-out-
loud comedy by Australian
playwright Joanna
Murray-Smith as a great
event with lots of positive
feedback from audiences.
He added: “The cast were
great and got along so well
together.”

The cast was led by
Marie Dickson as Margot
Mason, a feminist author
battling writer’s block;
Miranda Duncan as Molly
Rivers, a disgruntled
former pupil who is
seeking revenge for the
effects that Mason’s
writings and teachings have had on her family; Ruth
Henderson as Margot’s daughter Tess Thornton;
David Edwards as Tess’ husband, Bryan; Barry Gibson
as Margot’s publisher Theo Hanover, keen to squeeze
one more golden egg from his legendary literary goose;
and Ablo Jalloh who took the part of taxi driver Frank,
an angry young man with storytelling aspirations.

FFFFFemaleemaleemaleemaleemale  fun ends its r fun ends its r fun ends its r fun ends its r fun ends its r ununununun

ABOVE: Tess Thornton (Ruth Henderson)
tells it like it is to Frank (Ablo Jalloh) in
front of a stunned Margot Mason (Marie
Dickson) and Bryan Thornton (David
Edwards). BELOW : Bryan thinks things
through for the benefit of Molly Rivers
(Miranda Duncan) and Theo Hanover
(Barry Gibson). Pictures: DEBBIE
HARRISONWWWWWanted: Plaanted: Plaanted: Plaanted: Plaanted: Pla yyyyysssss

and dirand dirand dirand dirand dir ectorectorectorectorector sssss
Javeenbah’ s productions sub committee

is st arting to put next year ’s playbill together
now.

Artistic director Amy-Louise Anderson
and her team have put the call out to all
potential directors to let them know what
they’d like to put on our boards in 201 1. If
directing is not your scene, don’t let that
stop you putting forward ideas for
comedies, dramas, musicals or anything
else you’d like us to produce.

We usually run at least one musical each
year plus a couple of dramas and a couple
of comedies. Although we’re not having a
season of one-act s this year , there’ s nothing
to stop us returning to that format.

So, would-be directors put your hands
up and Javeenbah members get the
thought s flowing and send all ideas Amy’ s
way. You can reach her at 0407 799 983.

The production sub want to hear from
you before the end of June because they
want to avoid the delays we experienced last
year.
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P 0420 788 017
E colleengail@hotmail.com

Vice president
Katrina Lardner

P 0418 596 277
E klardner@goldcoast.qld.gov.au

Secretary
Ralph Lenton

P 5502 6794
E pentalibra@qld.chariot.net.au

Assistant secretary
Jocelyn Moore-Carter

P 5576 3869
E jocelyn.moore-carter@tlc.qld.edu.au

Treasurer
Sharyn W aterhouse

P 0418 715 882
E sharyn@tacticalprotection.com.au

Assistant treasurer
Vacant

Group bookings
Martin Jennings

P 0425 302 809
E mjennings@goldcoastwater.com.au

Publicity
Vacant

Artistic director
Amy-Louise Anderson

P 0407 799 983
E aanderson@marymount.qld.edu.au

FOH manager
Scott Pickett

P 0432 413 512
E sap@onthenet.com.au

Theatre manager
Norm S trambini

P 0428 556 485

Wardrobe
Christine McLachlan

P 0407 784 672
E cmmclachlan@hotmail.com

General
Jim Dickson

P 0408 691 418
E jaydee2598@gmail.com

Cyber neCyber neCyber neCyber neCyber ne wsletterwsletterwsletterwsletterwsletter
Don’t forget, Javeenbah’ s newsletter is

available by e-mail. If you receive the snail
mail newsletter and you want to go on the
e-mail list, send an e-mail to us at
info@javeenbah.org.au  with “Newsletter”
in the subject line.

We’ve now got the file size down to
around 500kb, so it’ s not too terrible to
download on dial-up and a breeze on
broadband.

Committee meetingsCommittee meetingsCommittee meetingsCommittee meetingsCommittee meetings
Javeenbah’s management committee has agreed to

follow past practice and meet on the third Tuesday of
the month but to bring the starting time of meetings
forward to 7pm. The next meeting will be 16 February
at 7pm. All financial members are welcome to attend
committee meetings and may contribute by
arrangement with the president.

TTTTThrhrhrhrhrowing outowing outowing outowing outowing out
the audiencethe audiencethe audiencethe audiencethe audience
When cholera broke out at Paris in 1832, the panic

spread so widely through the city that theatres were
almost deserted, and actors had to play to  tiny houses.

The Odeon on a particular night found one solitary
spectator waiting for the raising of the curtain. It was
in vain that he was offered the price of his admission
back and was implored to leave the house; he stood
upon his rights and demanded to have the play acted.
So the curtain rose and the play commenced, every
performer doing his very worst.

This was too much for the auditorial unit, who at
last expressed his disappointment in that sibilation
dear to the indignant playgoer. His behaviour was
more agreeable to the actors, however, than theirs was
to him, for immediately charging him with
interrupting the piece, the people in front ejected the
solitary spectator and the performance concluded.

This is the only occasion on record in which the
management chucked out the whole audience.

MoMoMoMoMovvvvved to teared to teared to teared to teared to tear sssss
One night while Sir Henry Irving was

playing Hamlet, he noticed an old lady in
the front row of the pit dissolved in tears.
Delighted at this app arent appreciation of
his acting, he sent round word that he would
like to see her af ter the performance.

When she arrived, Irving said, “Madam, I
perceived that my acting moved you very
much.”

“Indeed it did,” said the old lady . “You
see, I’ve a young son myself play-acting
somewhere up in the north, and it broke me
up to think that he might be no better at it
than you.”


